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to contest, as it was trumpeted to be about to do5 the whole field occupied by the gas companies, some recognition was essential of the duties and responsibilities no less than the privileges incident to such a position. No such recognition, it must be confessed, or only a very inadequate one, was discoverable in either of the Bills before the House of Commons. The Electric Light Companies sought a kind of roving commission, to open streets, to erect posts, and to contract with local authorities for the supply of electricity, in any part of the kingdom. Provisions were of course inserted guarding against wanton interference with gas and. water mains and telegraphic wires, but the promoters were before all things owners of patent rights in dynamo machines and lamps, for which they were eager to find a market, the more extensive the better. The gas companies proposed simply to extend to electric supply the provisions of the Gas Acts ; and the corporations, gas-owning and other, were also generally content with the incorporation in their Bills of legislative enactments already in force. The Bills differed widely in their details, but there was a common want of appreciation of the necessities of the case. The general legislation deferred in 1879, na<l now become, if not absolutely necessary, at any rate very desirable. So much is conceded; the interests of the public and the best interests of the electrical industry itself alike required it.
But legislation of what sort, within what limits ? It is here that we arrive at the parting of the ways. Regulations guarding against misuse of the streets ; regulations protecting the public, as far as possible, from, the danger of a careless distribution of electric energy, and penal clauses enforcing those regulations ; these were no doubt required. Provisions ensuring an impartial and efficient supply of light at a maximum price were perhaps also necessary, though not so obviously so, at least at the first, in face of the inevitable competition with gas. But these things being premised, the electric light would seem to have had special claims to indulgent treatment, (a) It was known to differ in its very essence from all other forms of artificial light, simply glowing
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